
Following the lowest snowpack ever recorded and with no 

end in sight to the multi-year drought, Governor Edmund 

G. Brown Jr. signed Executive Order B-29-15 in April 2015 

directing the first ever statewide mandatory water reductions. 

These actions will save water, increase enforcement to 

prevent wasteful water use, streamline the state’s drought 

response, and invest in new technologies to address 

California’s drought this year and beyond. 

Today, household water-use accounts for approxi-

mately 64 percent of total urban water use in California.  

One of the four California Energy Commission respon-

sibilities in the Executive Order calls for a short-term, 

statewide rebate program for water-efficient appliances 

and devices.  It will provide monetary incentives for the 

replacement of inefficient water consuming appliances 

and devices in homes including single- and multi-family. 

The program—run jointly by the Energy Commission, 

the California Department of Water Resources and the 

State Water Resources Control Board—will help residents 

capture water savings while reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions.  

Greenhouse Gas Emission 
Reductions
California is a leader in reducing GHG emissions in all sectors 

of the state’s economy. Investments in water saving ap-

pliances and devices reduce energy use, thereby reducing 

GHG emissions.  The transportation and treatment of 

water and wastewater, and the energy used to heat water, 

accounts for nearly 20 percent of the total electricity 

and 30 percent of non-power plant related natural gas 

consumed in California.  Saving water allows California to 

achieve multiple environmental benefits.
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Household Water Use in California   
Water-Efficient Household 
Appliances and Devices Already for 
Sale

 » Efficient clothes washers are available that use as 

little as 13 gallons of water per load, compared to the 

23 gallons per load used in older, inefficient units.

 » Water-efficient faucets use 1.2 gallons per minute 

and reduce a sink’s water flow by 45 percent or more 

compared to faucets that use 2.2 gallons per minute.

 » Showerheads that use 2.5 gallons of water per 

minute can be replaced with readily available, water-

efficient units that use 1.5 gallons per minute.

Why Reduce Water Use in 
Households?

 » Helps reduce water costs.

 » Lowers water-related energy demands and associ-

ated GHG emissions.

 » Improves capacity to meet the water demand of 

California’s growing population.

 » Stretches depleting water supplies. 

 » Trims capital costs of new infrastructure to treat and 

deliver water. 

 » Reduces demand for wastewater treatment.

Rebate Program Objectives

 » Save water through streamlined rebate incentive 

program for water saving appliances and devices.

 » Drive consumers into action by partnering with local 

government, community organizations, utilities, and 

local water agencies to spread awareness. 

 » Target outreach and education activities to drought 

stricken and low-income communities.
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More information will be available on the 

California Energy Commission’s website soon.
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